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Steps After a Crime
is Committed

STEP 1: Crime is Reported / Witnessed
Victim Resources are available to direct victim(s) but
also to indirect victims, including loved ones of the

direct victim (s), witnesses/bystanders, etc.

To Report a Crime Anonymously: 

To Report a Crime, direct
or indirect victims can

call: 
- 911 for emergencies
- 105 non-emergency

number
- local police department

STEP 2: Incident is recorded by police department

The incident report can be
closed if officers feel that all
efforts have been exhausted,

but are required to notify
victims prior to closing the
report. If it is closed, it can

be reopened if new
information is uncovered.  

 

STEP 3: Police department gathers information from
victims and witnesses

Victims have the right to be involved in the case,
including the investigation. Victims have the right to

ask for updates.

STEP 4: A suspect is
brought in for questioning

OR arrest is made

STEP 5: An investigation is
launched by the police

department

Victims have the right to be
treated with fairness and
respect for their dignity
throughout all steps
Victims have a right to
privacy during criminal
justice proceedings
(including protecting
address, place of
employment, or medical
record)
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STEP 7: Initial
hearing/arraignment

Victims may be present
during bail hearings
Victims have a right to
make impact statements
during each crucial stage
in the criminal
proceedings

STEP 11: Sentencing

STEP 6: Suspect is
formally charged for

criminal actions

STEP 8: Plea Bargaining

STEP 9: Preliminary
Hearings

Victims can give
testimony during the
preliminary examination
If the victim does not
show up for the
preliminary examination,
the defense can get a
dismissal 

STEP 10: Trial
Victims have the right to be
informed of all court
proceedings
The victim may be called as a
witness to give testimony
(more info at Mchigan.gov) 
The victim has a right to
request to confer with the
prosecutor before trial a plea
deal, or dismissal

STEP 12: After Sentencing

Return the property to the owner or the amount of money
worth the property 
If there is bodily injury or harm the court may order up to 3
times the amount of restitution

If a crime results in damage to or loss or destruction of property of
a victim of the crime or results in the seizure or impoundment of
property of a victim of the crime, the order of restitution shall
require that the defendant do 1 or more of the following, as
applicable:


