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MJA Dec. 11, 2022 Townhall Agenda
Welcome, Holiday greetings

● MJA Organization Introduction/background
● Remembering Danny Jones

Looking Back
● History Slides
● Legislative accomplishments (SB649 GT Introduction, other bills) 
● April 27 Lunch & Learn
● Election Results – New Session Schedule

Looking Forward
● Meetings with Lawmakers
● Lunch & Learn (Focus on Re-entry and Fair Chance Hiring, Feb. 16, 2023)
● Bill sponsors for re-introduction
● Campaign to push the bills forward

NOTE: This meeting is being recorded
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MJA – Who Are We?

We are a newly formed 501(c)(4) non-profit organization in the State of Michigan

MISSION

Advocate for legislative changes in 
the area of Criminal Justice Reform 
via direct and grassroots lobbying

INITIATIVE

See some form of Good Time credit system return 
to law by creating or driving legislation that is 
agreeable and addresses everyone’s concerns

HOW

Network, develop partnerships and build 
a coalition with willing stakeholders
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MJA – The Team

Advocate for legislative changes in 
the area of Criminal Justice Reform 
via direct and grassroots lobbying

Mariah LeRolland-Wagner
mariah@mijustice.org

Jack Wagner, President
 jack.wagner@mijustice.org

Jessica Siminski, Vice President 
jessica.siminski@mijustice.org

Donna Robinson, Treasurer
drobinson@mijustice.org

Courtney Turturice, Secretary 
courtney@mijustice.org

Brenda Thomas, Member at Large 
brenda.Thomas@mijustice.org
Mary Cusack, Member at Large

mary.cusack@mijustice.org
Ryan Heckman, Member at Large

rheckman@mijustice.org
Brandi McMahon, Member at Large 

brandi.mcmahon@mijustice.org

Board of Directors Executive Director
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Remembering Daniel “Danny” Jones

On the evening of Nov. 19th, 2022 the criminal justice reform community lost 
a friend and fighter for change. Daniel "Danny" Jones was shot and killed 
while sitting in a car at a gas station in Detroit. Police do not yet have any 
suspects or motive for this senseless action. Friends and family gathered to 
remember Danny on Saturday, Nov. 26th 

Danny was for us at MJA the face of MI-CEMI. When MJA first started 
operating in 2020 we met with Danny in his role w/MI-CEMI and learned of 
his recent release from prison as a former juvenile lifer. Danny was warm 
and welcoming and happy to have more people in the fight for justice. His 
enthusiasm and excitement was encouraging and inspiring. You could hear 
in his voice the passion & gratitude for being given a second chance and we 
knew he was the real deal. Genuinely happy to be free and eager to stand 
up for others, we would cross paths with him at various events around the 
state as he showed up and fought for fairness and justice in the criminal 
legal system.

MJA will miss seeing Danny at future rallys and events around Michigan and 
we will miss his gentle & helpful spirit

Danny with MJA VP, Jessica Siminski in Lansing
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MJA Short History
• Initial Plan

• Contact every state senator (38) and every representative in the house (110)

• Outreach (to date)
• Reached out to every lawmaker’s office

• Met w/29 Senators or their office
• Met w/98 Representatives or their office

• Reached out to every prosecutor’s office (83 counties)
• Met w/4 Prosecutors

• Reached out to every sheriff’s office
• Met w/7 Sheriffs or their office

• More than 200 interns have worked with MJA
• Email newsletter to nearly 12,000 subscribers
• JPay updates to ~700 incarcerated citizens
• Over 2000+ followers on social media outlets

• Draft Bill
• Secured pro bono legal support

• Michigan based Clancy Advisors
• Global law firm White & Case (NYC Based)

• Draft Bill complete end of April, 2021
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The Drafting of The Good Time Bill Language
• Draft Bill

• Written in plain English
• Easy to read and understand
• Policy points laid out clearly

• MJA presentation with attorney Saura Sahu & researcher Dr. Anne Maher (Safe & Just Michigan)
• YouTube Presentation => https://youtu.be/pgKGEbc4S9I
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Original Language of Bill Submitted to Sen. Irwin

Two Pages!!
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Legislative Services Bureau (LSB) Language of Bill

Pg. 1 Pg. 2



4-Dec-22 10                        Michigan Justice Advocacy

LSB Language of Bill, Cont’d.

Pg. 3 Pg. 4 Pg. 5
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SB649 Tie-Barred w/SB650, SB651 & SB652

SB650 – Last Paragraph

Tie-bar

 
 
 

A device to condition the effectiveness of legislation on the enactment or passage of other 
specified legislation.

Retroactively
applied

Pg. 6 Pg. 7
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Sept. 23, 2021 - Senator Irwin Introduces SB649
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Good Time Introduction
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Sentencing Credit Bill Comparison

14
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April 27th 2022 Legislative Lunch & Learn

15

• Purpose
• Educate Lawmakers on the history of Truth In Sentencing (TIS)
• Explain why a Good Time policy is needed after two decades of TIS

• Speakers
• Sophie Ordway – Legal Research Analyst 
• Joe Haveman – Former Michigan lawmaker
• Sheri Ray – Former corrections officer from IN 

• Full presentation available on MJA YouTube
• https://youtu.be/pWjYUer5IE0



4-Dec-22                        Michigan Justice Advocacy

Looking Forward
Nov. 8th 2022 Election Results And The Future
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SB649 List of Sponsors & Nov. 8, 2022 Election Status

Lead Sponsor
Senator Jeff Irwin (D)
District 18 => 15
✔ Won Election

Senator Stephanie Chang (D)
District 1 => 3
✔ Won Election

Senator Erika Geiss (D)
District 6 => 1
✔ Won Election

Senator Sylvia Santana, (D)
District 3 => 2
✔ Won Election

Senator Curtis Hertel Jr. (D)
District 23

Dayna Polehanki (D)
District 7 => 5
✔ Won Election

Paul Wojno (D)
District 9 => 10
✔ Won Election

Jeremy Moss (D)
District 11 => 7
✔ Won Election

Rosemary Bayer (D)
District 12 => 13
✔ Won Election

Betty Jean Alexander (D)
District 5
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New District Maps – Support is All From S.E. Michigan

✔

✔

✔

✔✔

✔
✔

✔
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SB649 Status - Michigan Senate Judiciary & Public Safety Committee

Introduced SB649
Co-Sponsor of SB649

Announced Chairperson for 2023-2024 
Senate Judiciary Committee
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Discuss House Judiciary Committee Makeup

Judiciary
Tuesday, 9:00 AM, Room 519, House 
Office Building, Lansing, MI

Melissa Sweet
(517) 373-5176
msweet@house.mi.gov

(D) David LaGrand (Min. VC)
(D) Tenisha Yancey
(D) Kyra Bolden
(D) Kara Hope
(D) Kelly Breen

(R) Graham Filler (C)
(R) Mike Mueller (Maj. VC)
(R) Steven Johnson
(R) Bronna Kahle
(R) Daire Rendon
(R) Ryan Berman
(R) Douglas Wozniak
(R) TC Clements

mailto:msweet@house.mi.gov
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Thanks to all our supporters!!!

• The MJA Board of Directors
• Jack Wagner, Board of Dir. Pres.
• Jessica Siminski, Board of Dir. Vice Pres.
• Laurie Eldred, Board of Dir. Secretary
• Donna Robinson, Board of Dir. Treasurer
• Mary Cusack, Board of Dir. Education Liaison
• Ryan Heckman, Board of Dir. Finance

• Executive Staff
• Mariah LeRolland-Wagner, Executive Dir.
• Rich Griffin, Campaign Dir.

• Volunteers & Organizers
• Mary Stuible
• Shay McGowan
• Alicia Garcia
• Julia Lopez
• Bonnie Zabel
• Samarra Willis
• Cynthia Haynes

Countless donors and supporters!!
Proverbs 29:7a "The righteous care about justice for the poor ..."


